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 1 

Present Members:  Heleine Blair, Jenny Garneau, Robin Harvey, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, Timothy 2 

Lepore, Student Council Representative Shaun Stojak  3 

 4 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Nantucket High School Cafeteria. 5 

 6 

Jenny Garneau opened the meeting.  Tim Lepore made a motion to approve the agenda with one 7 

change – that the Science Fair presentation will be made at the next meeting. Helene Blair seconded, 8 

and it was approved unanimously. 9 

 10 

Presentations & Discussions of issues of interest to the Committee 11 

School Presentation – Project 351 – Principal Scott Meadows 12 
Principal Meadows introduced 8

th
 grade student, Raheem Spence, who was selected as this year’s 13 

CPS representative to the Project 351 program. This program was started last year by Governor 14 

Patrick who has invited one 8
th

 grader from each school in the state to participate in a service 15 

learning experience.  Raheem was selected by the CPS teachers based on his character, grades and 16 

how he will positively represent our school.  The students gathered in Boston for meetings and 17 

pictures and then each student joined a group for a service project.  Raheem described his as making 18 

fleece blankets for the Dorchester Boys and Girls Club.  The School Committee members all stated 19 

how proud we are to have him selected and represent our schools. 20 

 21 

Friends of Nantucket Public Schools – Eleanor Antonietti and Liz Almobodar 22 
Friends President, Mrs. Antonietti reported on the FONPS organization, sharing the mission 23 

statement and some of the history of the group which was established in the 1980’s.  Its slogan, 24 

“More than a PTA,” sums up the attitude of its membership as they strive to provide whatever is 25 

necessary to enhance the educational programming of our children.  Mrs. Antonietti shared many of 26 

the fundraising activities the group holds throughout the year, making particular note of the recent 27 

Spelling Bee and a dance that is upcoming.  Mrs. Almobodar stated that the group really wants to 28 

foster a sense of school community and support for the students and staff.  In the past, the group has 29 

sponsored a variety of enrichment activities, such as the Yellow Dress and Rachel’s Challenge, that 30 

educate our children.  They have also supported field trips, as well as purchased equipment and 31 

books.  Helene Blair commended the group for their incredible support and the other School 32 

Committee members echoed those sentiments. 33 

   34 

Dropout Report – Principal John Buckey 35 
Principal Buckey reported on the dropout rate at NHS.  While sharing that ours is a minimal 36 

problem, he did note that we are discouraged when even one student makes a decision to drop out of 37 

school. He explained that the Department of Education keeps data on both 4-year and 5-year cohorts. 38 

Mr. Buckey described some of the programs that modifications that NHS makes in order to keep all 39 

students engaged in high school.  Superintendent Cozort added that we must develop a menu of 40 

options, because the reasons for dropping out vary widely.  Mr. Buckey shared that the state of 41 

Massachusetts is considering raising the age a student can drop out from 16 to 18.  While the goal of 42 

such a move is laudable, it would present a fiscal challenge to most school districts and might be 43 

considered an unfunded mandate.  44 

 45 

 46 
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 47 

Comments from the Public  48 
Andrew McCandless asked if there have been conversations about developing an Alternative 49 

Education Program at Nantucket High School.  Principal Buckey responded that there have been in 50 

the past and will continue to be conversations about such a program.  He noted that NHS once had 51 

such a program, but it was discontinued for both budgetary and staffing concerns. 52 

 53 

Committee discussion and votes to be taken: 54 
1. Mr. Buckey requested that a gift of $44.88 from Ohiopyle Prints, Inc. be accepted.  Helene 55 

Blair made a motion to approve, which was seconded by Tim Lepore. Motion was approved. 56 

2. A field trip to the Southeastern District Junior Music Festival in Attleboro for two CPS 57 

students who qualified was presented.  Melissa Murphy made a motion to approve, which 58 

was seconded by Helene Blair. Motion was approved. 59 

3. A field trip to the Berklee Performance Center in Boston for 10 members of the NHS Spanish 60 

Club was presented.  Helene Blair made a motion to approve, which was seconded by 61 

Melissa Murphy. Motion was approved 62 

4. A field trip to the theater in New York City for students enrolled in the NHS Spanish for 63 

Spanish speakers course was presented.  Helene Blair made a motion to approve, which was 64 

seconded by Robin Harvey. Motion was approved. 65 

5. Tim Lepore made a motion to approve the transfers and invoices as presented.  Helene Blair 66 

seconded and the motion was approved. 67 

6. Melissa Murphy made a motion to approve the School Committee minutes of February 21, 68 

2012.  It was pointed out that the header on page two needed to have the correct date.  Tim 69 

Lepore seconded the motion and it was approved. 70 

 71 

Superintendent’s Report 72 

On the Horizon 73 
Superintendent Cozort reviewed the agenda items for the next meeting and noted there would be an 74 

Executive Session at 5 p.m., prior to the regularly scheduled meeting.  It was noted that the review of 75 

the Superintendent’s performance would be conducted at that meeting.  Other agenda items include: 76 

Social Studies Curriculum, Update on Student Support Services and a presentation on the high 77 

school Science Fair. 78 

 79 

Sub-Committee/Work Group Liaison Reports and Acknowledgements: 80 
Shaun Stojak shared that the Student Council had not had a recent meeting. 81 

 82 

Several School Committee members expressed their appreciation for the District newsletter and it 83 

was suggested that these be made available at the Annual Town Meeting.  Superintendent Cozort 84 

stated he would see to that and added that the newsletters are being mailed to school parents. 85 

 86 

A motion to adjourn the School Committee meeting was made by Helene Blair and seconded by 87 

Melissa Murphy. The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 88 

 89 

Meeting adjourned at 6:50 PM 90 

Respectfully submitted, 91 

Michael Cozort, School Committee Clerk pro tem 92 


